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1. & full seale railroad strike is scheduled to be called in El Salvador 
effective 2 Yarch if some agreement has not been reached at that time by 
the Union de Ferrocarrileros (UTF) and the International Railway of Central 
fmerican (IRCA). The climax in the long-standing strugele between the 
union and the IRCA was reached when IRCA manager J. H. Wilson refused to 
recognize the right of UTF to represent the workers. The UTF has requested 
thet Wilson be removed by the IRCA president. 


> 
2, The UTF carried out a three-hour work stoppage on 21 February and scheduled 
a second stoppage for 26 Februsry. 


3. On 25 February, Labor iiinister Enrique Porras, UTF President Benjamin Mejia 
and UTF Assessor Gerlos Alex Gomez conferred and agreed that the UTF would 
accept the mediation of the Labor Minister who proposed the following terms: 


a) The UTF shell craw up its minimum demands 6nd present them to 
Wilson through Minister Porras. 


b) If Wilson accepts the terms, en agreement will be entered into 
by a legal forma described as estipulacion a un tercero, which 
will carry legal force in the absence of lebor laws. 


The OTF algo stipulated thet the minimum demands must be approved by a general 
session of the union. 


Field Comment. The government seems to be applying pressure on Wilson, since 
the arrangement appears to favor the railroad workers. 
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